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Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment filed on July 3, 2008 has been entered. Claims 1-26 have been 
cancelled. Claims 27-37 are still pending in the application with claims 27, 37 and 42 
being independent. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 7/3/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicants argued features wherein a method and a user equipment performing 
handover between a first radio access network using a first radio technology and a 
second radio access network using a second radio technology utilizing WCDMA, a 
series of measurements being made on multiple of second access network cells, a 
handover decision being made based upon the measured parameters, read upon 
Abrahamson as follows. 

Abrahamson discusses cell reselection from GSM to WCDMA, thus shows limitation of" 
handover of a user equipment communicating in a first radio access network utilizing a 
first radio access technology". Abrahamson discusses the terminal obtaining a set of 
measurements for WCDMA cells for cell selection purposes. The terminal reselects to a 
suitable WCDMA cell based on two parameters. The first one is that the measured 
RSCP value for WCDMA cell exceeds those of the current GSM cell and suitable GSM 
cells by a particular offset threshold. Thus Abrahamson shows the limitation of 
"measuring, at said user equipment, a first parameter for a plurality of neighboring cells 
of at least a second radio access network utilizing WCDMA, reporting said first 
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parameter to a node in said first network and initiating handover to one of said plurality 
of cells in said second network based on said reported first parameter." Abrahamson 
discusses the second parameter the measured Ec/No value of the WCDMA cell 
exceeds a particular minimum Ec/No threshold. Therefore Abrahamson shows the 
limitation of "measuring at least a second parameter for said plurality of cells of said 
second network, reporting said second measured parameters to said node in said first 
network". Abrahamson also discusses selecting the best cell to camp on if (1) the 
measured RSCP exceeds the those of current GSM and suitable GSM cells and (2) the 
measured Ec/No values of WCDMA exceeds a particular minimum threshold. Therefore 
Abrahamson shows the limitation of "initiating handover to one of said plurality of cells 
in said second network based on both of said first and second measured parameters, 
and wherein both of said first and said second parameter is reported simultaneously 
and said first parameter is reported according to one of a limited range of value, and 
said second parameter is reported in the same field using a limited value range, 
whereby each first parameter value is reported together with one of a plurality of 
possible limited value ranges." 

Therefore, the argued limitations read upon the cited references, as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 27-29, 31 -38, 39-43, and 44-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as 
being anticipated by Kurt William Abrahamson et al., US2004/01 09431, hereafter 
referred as Abrahamson. 

Regarding claim 27, Abrahamson discloses a method for enabling improved handover 
of a user equipment (Fig. 1 , 1 50) communicating in a first radio access network utilizing 
a first radio access technology (RAT), said method comprising: 
measuring ([0076] obtain measurement therefore measuring), at said user 
equipment([0076] the terminal obtains measurements), a first parameter for a 
plurality of neighboring cells of at least a second radio access network utilizing 
WCDMA([0076] obtain a set of measurements for WCDMA cells found by the 
search), 

reporting said first parameter ([0076] first parameter Ec/No) to a node in said first 
network and initiating handover to one of said plurality of cells in said second network 
based on said reported first parameter; 

measuring at least a second parameter ([0076] second parameter RSCP) for said 
plurality of cells of said second network ([0076] obtain a set of measurements for 
WCDMA cells); 
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reporting said second measured parameters to said node in said first network (Fig. 3 
and [0082] lines 10-12, data is reported from terminal 150 to the switching center 
130 for further processing); 

and 

initiating handover to one of said plurality of cells in said second network based on both 
of said first and second measured parameters ([0077] select a suitable cell if both 
conditions are met), and wherein both of said first and said second parameter is 
reported simultaneously and said first parameter is reported according to one of a 
limited range of values ([0077] the first parameter is reported according to a 
threshold), and said second parameter is reported in the same field using a limited 
value range([0077] the second parameter is reported according to a threshold), 
whereby each first parameter value is reported together with one of a plurality of 
possible limited value ranges ([0077] and [0087] first parameter is reported together 
with a threshold value). 

Regarding claim 28, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 27, wherein 
said first radio access network comprises one of GSM, WLAN and CDMA2000. ([0005]) 

Regarding claim 29, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 28, wherein 
said node is a base station controller in a GSM radio access network. (Fig. 1, 130 and 
[0082], base station switch center) 
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Regarding claim 31 , Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 27, wherein 
said first parameter comprises information regarding the quality of the received signal at 
the user equipment. ([0076] line 9) 

Regarding claim 32, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 31, wherein 
said first parameter representing the chip energy divided by noise, Ec/No. ([0076], line 
7) 

Regarding claim 33, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 27, wherein 
said second parameter comprises information regarding the signal strength of the 
received signal at the user equipment. ([0076] line 9) 

Regarding claim 34, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 33, wherein 
said second parameter represents the Received Signal Code Power (RSCP). ([0076], 
line 8) 

Regarding claim 35, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 27, further 
comprising initiating handover to said second network based on optimizing a 
predetermined function depending on said first and second parameter. (Fig. 2, 226, 
switch over/ handover after selecting a cell, and [0077] defines the 
algorithm/function depending on two parameters: RSCP and Ec/No) 



Application/Control Number: 10/593,306 
Art Unit: 4173 



Page 7 



Regarding claim 36, Abrahamson discloses the method according to claim 27, further 
comprising initiating handover to a cell of said plurality of cells in said second network 
with the highest values on both said first and second parameters. (Fig. 2, 226, best cell 
is selected based on comparing measurements for handover) 

Regarding claim 37, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 27. 

Regarding claim 39, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 31 . 

Regarding claim 40, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 33. 

Regarding claim 41, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claims 32 and 34. 

Regarding claim 42, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 27. 
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Regarding claim 44, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 31 . 

Regarding claim 45, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 33. 

Regarding claim 46, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claims 32 and 34. 

Regarding claim 47, limitations in this claim are rejected based on the same reasons 
offered to reject claim 29. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 30, 38 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Abrahamson in view of 3GPP Technical Specification 25.215 v. 3. 1.0, published in 
December 1999, hereafter referred to as TS. 
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Regarding claim 30, 38 and 43, Abrahamson discloses measuring two parameters but 
fails to teach the ranges that the two parameters fall under. TS teaches said first 
parameter ranges [-24, 0] dB (section 5.1.7), and said second parameter ranges [- 
115, -25] dBm (section 5.1.1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the ranges 
taught in TS into parameters disclosed by Abrahamson in order improve the clarity of 
the parameter values. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KATHY WANG-HURST whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-5371 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am- 
5pm, alternate Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571)272-7876. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



